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The most striing change to one of the largest cities on the planet can be seen easily from the air. All its freeways

have been turned into public spaces, their multiple lanes of traffic replaced with extensive linear parks. Down the
centre of each of these parks run wide bus boulevards, protected cycling lanes and excellent
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walking pulhs. This network of urban trails connects each of the neighbourhoods so it's possible to get nearly

anywhere in the city on dedicated foot or bike infrastructure - although the comprehensive rail system
is usually faster.

Walking is the simplest, most cost-efficient way to improve a city's economic and en-
vironmental viability, and it creates healthier, happier residents. choosing walking can help de-
signers build more inviting sireets, and allow cities to prioritise their people over cars.
Car-free neighbourhoods are already a reality in places like Vauban, Germany, where the cars
are banned and a tram to nearby Freiburg runs through the town. The Great City, planned for Chengdu, China,
is even more ambitious, intended to house 80,000 ncople in o completely car-free centre with regional
mass transit connections. Architects Adrian Smith and Gordon Gill estimate that resiclents will be able to
walk anywhere in the city within 15 minutes.
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